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Washington, DC - Idaho Senators Mike Crapo and Larry
Craig have co-sponsored a  new at tempt  to  get  disaster
assis tance to farmers and ranchers  affected by drought
conditions. Both senators joined Senators Pat Roberts
(R-KS), Sam Brownback (R-KS), and Mike Enzi (R-WY) to
introduce the Emergency Agriculture Assistance Act of
2 0 0 4 .  
The bill would provide eligible producers with $3 billion
in emergency disaster  ass is tance for  the 2001 and 2002
crop years.  Producers would choose between crop years
2001 or 2002. An addit ional $970 mill ion would be
provided for feed assistance for l ivestock producers with
qualifying losses of hay and forage. 

"Drought has caused severe hardship for  farmers and
ranchers in Idaho and across the country and has
seriously affected rural  communities and even our
national economy," Senator Craig said. "The issue is not
local ized but  widespread across the nat ion and must  be
addressed now. I  am pleased to join my colleagues in
sponsoring this important legislation." 

“The 2002 Farm Bill did not provide disaster assistance
to the farmers and ranchers  facing severe drought
conditions in Idaho and throughout the country,” said
Senator Crapo. “We simply must provide stand-alone
legislation that will take care of this situation as well as
make the case for  such assis tance to  members  of
Congress  who may not  understand agricul ture issues
fully.” 

A similar  measure to assist  producers facing drought



fai led last  year when the 107th Congress adjourned
without taking action on i t .  Idaho has been l isted among
the f ive hardest-hi t  drought  s ta tes .  
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